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2008 BOARD MEMBERS & OFFICERS 

 

*  

Chapter 77 meets the second Thursday of each month, except January, at 7:30 P.M. in the hangar at 

Dalton Airport.  Board meetings are 8 days prior to the regular meetings at 7:00 P.M..  Please come! 
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Hello, 

As most of you know the Dawn Patrol planning has 

already begun. To those of you who work the 

breakfast, THANK YOU and keep up the good 

work, we need and appreciate your participation 

that makes our big event possible. To those who 

have not worked the breakfast, you are missing 

something special, a very good time and the cama-

raderie that makes our Chapter special and so suc-

cessful. Please put Saturday and/or Sunday June 14 

& 15 on your calendar to assist with the Dawn Pa-

trol. There is a task for everyone and if you don’t 

know what you would like to do then signup for 

relief and find out what everyone does. Working the 

breakfast is an entirely different and rewarding ex-

perience than just attending the event.  

DALTON DAWN PATROL 

Sunday, June 15, 2008 

7:00 - 11:30 am 

Fly in or Drive in 

For a Great Breakfast 

And lots of airplanes 

Working the event brings it to life and builds the 

relationships, which make membership special, 

and the successes of Our Chapter possible. The 

Sign-Up Sheet will be available at this month’s 

meeting. 

So long for this month, safe flying and see you at 

the meeting.  Jim 



Classifieds: 
For Rent—Hangar Space in EAA hangar at Dalton Air-
port. Inside space, $100 per mo. Call Lorne Minor at (586) 
795-8598, Chapter 77 Treasurer. 

Cessna 172K XP Hawk –N1086V, 1977.  Very nice air-
craft. Hangared at 3DA.  $60,000 OBO. Call Gary Hopcraft 
for details and to see at (810) 348-5968. 

#26 Hangar for Sale:  Dalton Airport (3DA), looks out at 
runway 18/36. Heated and  insulated.  $50,000  For more 
information call Gary Hopcraft (810) 348-5968 

Wanted—Kitplanes magazine, issues June, 2007, thru 
December, 2007. Call Sonny Webster 586-419-5802 

Wanted –Anything to do with World War II aviation: parts, 
supplies, manuals, relics, etc.  For usage or display with 
World War II airplane. Please call Paul and Bob Epke at 
989-725-5771 (corrected number) 

Murphy Rebel Empennage (tail). Complete kit expertly 
assembled.  Good head start for your project.  Kit retails 
for $3,800, make offer.  Call Jim Plourde 233-7505. 

Bonanza E-35 –1954, lots of extras.  Hangered at 3DA. 
$49,800 OBO.  Call Gary Hopcraft for details and to see 
aircraft (810) 348-5968. 

Engine For Sale.  0200-A Continental. 2,200 total time.  0  
since M.O.H. by Bud Drum. $8,500 or best offer.  (313) 
598-2615  leave message for Ralph Drum. 

Dalton (3DA) Airport Residential lot plus adjoining 
hangar lot fronting on Ann Drive, (810) 820-0407  Doug 
Isham 

1948 Cessna 140 Newly rebuilt engine, 4 hours since MO. 
Current annual.  Interior good shape, needs headliner and 
TLC. $22,000 OBO. Call Gayle (810) 733-6213. 

If your classified item has been sold, please notify the editor — 
 

#  #  #  #  #  #  #   
 

 

Kiddy Train 

Contest 

 

The Kiddy Train Work 

Shops are continuing 

each Thursday eve-

ning.  We meet in the Hangar Work Room at 

7:00 pm.  Come join us in this fun project that 

will benefit our Dawn Patrol in June.  - - - - - - - -  

  

Contributions to the ñFlypaper” are welcome and can be 

made by contacting Jack Irwin at 659-6672 or email  to 

Jirwin@dragger.com Deadline: 25th  of each month 

  

Dates to Remember . . . 

Next Meeting  

Thursday, March  13, 2008  

Speaker:  Capt. Bob Keel  

“P-38’s Out of Africa -50 missions in 1943”       

7:30 p.m.  —     Refreshments served 

      

Flordia -Sun N Fun 

April, 8 -11, 2008 

 

Dalton Dawn Patrol 

Flyin Breakfast  

June 15, 2008  
Jeff Spinney, Sandy Matthews—Co-Chairs 

 

National Young Eagles Day 

June 14 , 2008  
Tim Harwell—Chairman 

Oshkosh AirVenture 
July 28, to August 3, 2008 

 

Thunder Over Michigan 
August 2 and 3, 2008 

 

Mason Aviation Day 
August 17, 2008 

7:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

 

Mid-Eastern Regional Fly In 
August 25 and 26, 2008 

- - - - - - - - 

2008 Young Eagles Schedule 

(See complete listing on www.eaa77.org) 

Dalton: 

Apr.19 Spring Young Eagles Day –Dalton (date change) 

Jun 14 International Young Eagles Day– Dalton 

Aug 16 Summer Young Eagles Day –Dalton 

Oct. 11 Fall Young Eagles Day –Dalton 

Owosso: 

Sun. May 18 Lunch 

Sun. Sept 21 Breakfast 

 

Remember, if you have any ideas or suggestions, 
please call Tim at (810) 964-9827 

     



RV - 4 takes shape -  after 22 years!  

Dear Fellow Members  
I'm excited to announce that on December 8th, 2007, 
I lifted N5121K from it's earthly bonds for the first 

time.  

I have to admit the experience was the most exciting 
yet uneventful event I've ever had.  
The aircraft performed beyond my expectations and 
yes even dreams. I'm looking forward to expanding 
the envelop.  
Just a word of encouragement to fellow builders with 
dust on their projects. Somehow 22 years flashed by 

since I first started this RV -4, You  
know how it is life gets in the way of living. But with 
patience and perseverance the crates of aluminum 
became N5121K.  
A word of thanks to the many members who offered 
their experience and advice over the years. Fred Fa-
gan and Walt Hancock just to name a couple .  

Fly Safe,  Tom Aurand  

 

(Excerpt  from email received by President, Jim Plourde) 

Dear Jim, 

 

It made me feel quite proud to see Tom Aurand's 

RV-4 sitting in front of the hangar being completed 

after 22 years in the process.? Having built a num-

ber of airplanes myself, I can really appreciate 

Tom's feelings - it's so much fun to work on a pro-

ject, not be pushed, and I wish that I could read [in 

the chapter newsletters] about many more airplanes 

being built.? I 

don't see as many airplanes such as the Baby Aces, 

and little biplanes of yesteryear anymore... and I 

hope the chapters throughout the country inspire 

their members to put hand and mind to work and 

even create new designs (maybe simpler and 

cheaper ones).? Who knows what us human beings 

can do. 

Sincerely, 

Paul H. Poberezny 

Founder and Chairman of the Board—EAA 

* SHOTS FROM THE SHOPS *  

If you have “shots” of your project either finished or 

currently being worked on, we would like to see them. 

Email  - 

Sunmanav8@sbcglobal.net or 

Jirwin@dragger.com 

Check out these Web sites recently set up - 

Chapter 77 Home Page: www.eaa77.org 

 Chapter 77 www.YouTube.com 

(this is a site where you can post videos of projects) 

We encourage you to submit aviation stories for our 

web site and Flypaper.  

.Dues  
Annual Chapter Dues 

$12.00 per member 

 or $18 for member/spouse 

Dues will be collected at the 

next  meeting 

or 

Mail to: 

EAA Chapter  77 

P.O. Box 265 

Flushing, MI  48433-0265 

 

Volunteers Needed!  

For 

The Parade and Float 

We will be  participating in the 

Flushing Festival Parade 

Wednesday eve., June 11, 2008 

Gary Hopcraft  - Chairman (810-348-5968) 

 



Interesting piece of aviation history....              Submitted by Gary Hopcraft 

On October 30, 1935, at Wright Air Field in Dayton, Ohio, the U.S. Army Air Corps held a flight com-
petition for airplane manufacturers vying to build its next-generation long-range bomber. It wasn't 
supposed to be much of a competition. In early evaluations, the Boeing Corporation's gleaming alu-
minum-alloy Model 299 had trounced the designs of Martin and Douglas. Boeing's plane could carry 
five times as many bombs as the Army had requested; it could fly faster than previous bombers, and 
almost twice as far. A Seattle newspaperman who had glimpsed the plane called it the "flying for-
tress," and the name stuck. The flight "competition," according to the military historian Phillip Meilin-
ger, was regarded as a mere formality. The Army planned to order at least 65 of the aircraft.  

A small crowd of Army brass and manufacturing executives watched as the Model 299 test plane 
taxied onto the runway. It was sleek and impressive, with a 103-foot wingspan and four engines jut-
ting out from the wings, rather than the usual two. The plane roared down the tarmac, lifted off 
smoothly, and climbed sharply to 300 feet. Then it stalled, turned on one wing, and crashed in a fiery 
explosion. Two of the five crew members died, including the pilot, Major Ployer P. Hill. (re. Hill AFB, 
Ogden, UT)  

An investigation revealed that nothing mechanical had gone wrong. The crash had been due to "pilot 
error," the report said. Substantially more complex than previous aircraft, the new plane required the 
pilot to attend to the four engines, a retractable landing gear, new wing flaps, electric trim tabs that 
needed adjustment to maintain control at different airspeeds, and constant-speed propellers whose 
pitch had to be regulated with hydraulic controls, among other features. While doing all this, Hill had 
forgotten to release a new locking mechanism on the elevator and rudder controls. The Boeing 
model was deemed, as a newspaper put it, "too much airplane for one man to fly." The Army Air 

Corps declared Douglas's smaller design the winner. Boeing nearly went bankrupt.  

Still, the Army purchased a few aircraft from Boeing as test planes, and some insiders remained 
convinced that the aircraft was flyable. So a group of test pilots got together and considered what to 
do.  

They could have required Model 299 pilots to undergo more training. But it was hard to imagine hav-
ing more experience and expertise than Major Hill, who had been the U.S. Army Air Corps' chief of 
flight testing. Instead, they came up with an ingeniously simple approach: they created a pilot's 
checklist, with step-by-step checks for takeoff, flight, landing, and taxiing. Its mere existence indi-
cated how far aeronautics had advanced. In the early years of flight, getting an aircraft into the air 
might have been nerve-racking, but it was hardly complex. Using a checklist for takeoff would no 
more have occurred to a pilot than to a driver backing a car out of the garage. But this new plane 
was too complicated to be left to the memory of any pilot, however expert.  

With the checklist in hand, the pilots went on to fly the Model 299 a total of 1.8 million miles without 
one accident. The Army ultimately ordered almost 13,000 of the aircraft, which it dubbed the B-17. 
And, because flying the behemoth was now possible, the Army gained a decisive air advantage in 
the Second World War which enabled its devastating bombing campaign across Nazi Germany.  

PS:  

On the subject of aircraft checklists, Luftwaffe General Wever was the only advocate of heavy 4 en-
gine bombers. He was killed in 1936 on takeoff, having failed to remove the aileron gust locks on his 
He70. His successor, Ernst Udet, favored medium bombers being cheaper and easier to produce. If 
Germany had concentrated on the larger bombers they likely would have won the Battle of Britain 
and had a plane capable of transatlantic flight to bomb the US. 

 


